If you've got lots of money but you
don't want to look like you spent
it all at once, then Emily Todhunter
is the decorator you should have
on call. From castles to yachts,
Todhunter’s style is new England,
says Helen Kirwan-Taylor

§ 1 sit leafing throwgh che
bound portiolios i Eneerior
designer  Emily  Todhunter's
Loea Boad stwdio, oy thoughta
sfart fo wander Sumptmous
LTy watercalour drewings de
pict Fremch chibeauy, country
eabiben, iperyne bt ki chalets,
marble bathrooms the skee of
my lving room. ond umder-
ground swinnming peols. In the
world that Todkuster inbabits.
the siress of having to decide
where o place 5 vase simply
dossn't exier. There e i S0OFRp: criset lther, berase, a8 b
thir cate of Tirnara MeBos's closet, ample space wag allosted
for her 2440 pairs of shoes.

[ wang i Bl saloep amd wake up in ome of Todlnsnies's draw
inga, bt nadly my doyclream is insrnuptod by her bestling and
enlhusinstic prosenos. In o sensible prey sweabor and pean
with chinky gold earrings snd o mske-up, [ Ensgine Ted-
humter o be the knd of woman the Royals hed i enind 10
marry Charles or Eclwsicl, Fummmy snd shem, sl reininds me of
Camilla i the days before she became careworn, when she
coukl pall up ker shin sleeves and pluck 8 pheasant

I first mot Todhuaber in the laae Elghties, when | was iving in
Meew Yok and she wat 3 fixtare & every pariy having landed
the plemenest pob of them all, the design of the most happening
nightchub, Ao Ber, 1 filled it with black amd white photogeapha
of my grandparents and bite 1 found in Aes markets,' she aaye
T rerned this grofty rat-infeeted basoment into an English
oolntry house. | gave i my beart sed my sl

Todhunter was siways part of the B crowd, bur lasely she
seema b v ghandoned the party clpouil and (haown bersall
besdlirss [nto building & serious design practioe that caters s
elligarche and well-hesled Brisons and Buropeans, includ ing ber
personal friends Ghislaine Maoowell and the lige Gordon W hae
She 18 macmed e Mano® Olympits, a Greek businessmas, and
thas theee children: a davghter of ten and twin hoys of fve

The It-girl who stayed wnell the bioer cad of cvory parly
(bul always booked, = divas ot beast, Bt to meeet the Quoend
has grown indo hemcll and then some, She commands a plece
= atylistically - between Mina Campbell and Kelly Hoppen,
but, to her credit, ber look keeps evolring. She did frilly Temily TedBupter at hermie in
Engllsh country st ong paist, then mowved e Thimic An Wilishies, Masaier 20N
Diecd Pash Avemie “We were really the (st to go out and buy
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"We decorate the stables (even the ponies have stockings)’

couniry lvouse. He has lowely tste,” she says

‘Thic same canmot be said about Lo Manofr aux
Caat’ Salsons which they desgned. Borderd|ne
bad maste” she says, grinmisg. Her tzam has
jmst completed five new bedrooms, each maone
purpnsely propostevons than the mext Ome
booke like a Pork Avenue penthouse meets
Tohiti “We weore e fo pigh the bowndancs”
she sayn 'Raymand kept anying 1 do mot want
anyone 10 walk lnto the room snd woity about
thedr accountane!™

hdost of what Todbuncer does falls ioto the
casegory of turnkey design. She kas dome a
fow developments (ssch as the far im The
rhillbmeores that Tsmars Mcllon later bowughs:
ihe team had 1o adjust the alresdy erormoss
closct te miake fooem foe mare sboes), bt H.'llml.::f
she works for the rich friends of vich emds

She abtd comfortably ln that world, which
makes thar world sl comdortably with her It lsa
wirld where bedgets for faraiture can run inks
the malfgns. After | spako
1o Todhamter, her clicnis
srrived fo discusa  the
Twizsle project Vs
wis|d have thought, from
the solemn tone anoknd
the tabde, that this wis a
mecting of cardiac sar-
geons Life for a designer
who charges asveral hun-
dred sn hour revalbves
sroaimd detnils lke towel
ralls, “Of course 1. client
callk mie 1 will leap on k&
[ the powse] rall]. One maass
worry shout the minuriag
of & howse but the trick is
o B0 woiry aboud it foo
much' abe says (ln &
boat, though, towel ralls

decorations as a wedding present by Kate Earkg and the
girls bn the affice 12 years ago = it's the perfiect wedding gt.
# | buy our tree from the local man. Doa't bay It in ls
sausage WIApper; insist they shake it out s0 you can see the
shape and fullness. Also, don't worry iF the o is wonky =
you can cuf |t off. | abvays o for a corker.

| o masses of lights: plain., lifte white fairy lights:
nathing musical or flashy. Always buy extra boses s you

mecd to be sdjusted 1o within an Inch of thelr
Fves) When [ il her that & Kelly Hoppen house
1 vistied had candles and orchids designed into
the plan, Todhuntes looked aghase. ‘Ridiculous?
she aays ‘T puess if they want B, you do it b we
don't stress abouwt thade sort of things.”

She has vacated her previous Park Avenue-
uyle apanmont in FMimlico to become & green
realod in welBes {1 suspoct this is the real
Emily). Her latest projeci. the Organic collec:
thom, §s a range of organic malerials that use o
process that sounds vaguely like something you
woild find a1 2 spa “Our febrics are softened
with gloe vers and beptwax! e one of her
many assistants, handing me 3 sample 1o stroke
The colleetion |nstantly won the Decorex best
new product sward, patting Todhunter at the
1op of the decorating pike.

In bierween flying o Chile to see clionts, shi
has been vishing mills s Daly snd lookisg
a dyes. The fabrics are a collaboration with

HOW TO DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS

& Ahways play Christmas carols oudsy while decorating - It can avert any disasters.
gets you in the mood. | wait for the Christmas holidays 1o @ have the same wreath
begin so.all the Eamily can get involved, that | bought from Appley
o | believe in using the same decorstions year after vear:  Hoare Antlgues years ago,
the children love [t as it evolees memones. | was glenmy  with lots of berries.

Kathryn Ireland, another English It-gid and
formar classmate whose style caught thse eye of
the super-rich in Califormle See, Hesthield was
pretty wseful in the end,” wiys Todbunter. She's
cusrently gearing up for Chirkstmes In Wiltshiee
where every yesr ‘we throw a children’s parny
the weskend before with flares lghting up the
garden. and the tree 1winkling in the window
like in Duich fairy stories, Wr decomate the
stables {oven the ponies have stockingil we
biare out Christmaes caroly - and Faiher Chirfst-
miss coangs,” she adds delightedly.

Some desigrers confuse themselves winh their
clients, tat Todbunter is more down to snth
O course | am not pearly as wealiby a8 @y
clicnts, but real people dom care how rich
someone is” she wys, ‘Most of my clicnts are
unpretelious and only too happy to sit amiand
& fireplace in my grody cofape” OF course
she &5 just as happy io sil on the deck of thelr
Fim yach

| onty use red, gold and sitver glass Christmas balls
Lo decorate my nee - all different sines, from Harrods.
# Sirictly mo tinsed <l tacky. Howawer, hang
mistletoe everywhere,

» | only wrag presents i plain red, gold and siver
Christmias paper, with ribboa that you ¢an un
sCiss0rs thimugh to make it oury-warly.

® Keop last year's Cheistmas cards o use as labels.



lorties French faradtore she saye As s00mn &
her ook tarned opulent minimal, she jumped on
the eo wagon with a mes range of organde fab-
rics, ihe Onganic collection, made whik deslgner
Kathryn Ireland, which now line ber purposely
anfussy, enchintzy Cheeen Anne henise in Wilt-
shire, where she spends half of the weck

ndbunter iv nod 3 “meme’ desiger
‘My cgo i just not that big' the
wrve. T think if youi dre permiing aind
mormad end spfrosd, you get that
part of cliemt. T tell clesom 1 43 &

mithicr a8 woll & 8 decorssar and [
wtract poople with lovely (s budpets’ Thess
Budigets gol ninilatcd casthen in lrelamd,
eudates in Morfalk asd vaches the size of my locsl
lest, In (act, when bor team was ghowlng me
the dvawings fer 5Y Tadzzle, & 35m award
winnlng superyvacht thst she s designing for
wealiby British cliems (tholr seond yachi, in
facth, | assumed it s & hosse. "Oh yes, it hes
i Uspiral) srsircass and flve bed-
roms, Eale Todbuimter, g ik
abw has Oad 40 b b wes somewhere
hast oo give you s Rlea thet yacht
ok feais peass 10 complite (one of
her cldiceaus i Framee took o mere

13 ik b

Sl now has her awn sange of (b
rica, lighting, wallpsper snd lusniture
and charges Duvid Caollind-aize e
in gachasge for wonse peelly Acthos
service (in her woild that mesns
belng peatered by clismis sbhiut towel
ralls Lete af night). Her clBenia e sol
rock siars but professlonals sueh o
Raymond Blanc and Mogens Tholstrup,
who hope 19 capiure some odd-world
glamour witheur leoking ke they're
irying 1o hard. She is the pet designer
of the ladies who lsch when it
oomes to restaurants (she did Daphse’s, Chris-
iopher's and Florianal Among ber chentele is a
nice” Hussian cligarch, the Lase Migel Micholson
{Far whom she decomted the private moms s
Sisminghures) amd a sprinkfing of over-rich
Girecks and Eurcpeans. In this world,
tha y thimg thet comnects the dots is the
peivate ot. Bt this world is mol entively foreign
o her. Tt i this way” she saye. 'l know how &
dyess snd beliave onoa vechi.”

Having been brougt up with two siblings in
rural Oacfordshine in a pocd English fimlly ther
father was a discount broker. hér mather &
botanical artisf), ihe evolution of Emily Tod-
hunter stasfed when she fadled to pase the
Uichridge pram sfter pradatizg from Heathield
Scheal ‘T shways thomght | wai quiic bankih
pnd it was 3 bit of & blow, she paye Instond, b
went b By | Uliversigy (o study paychalagy
il philosephy, acither of which sha says had

Aborve aod el a Mat b
Diefigravia by Tod hanier Larke

amy residual effect Ske wont o wark for Jim
Smart, a sprecia pierer wha had trataed with
her mesther a8 Ceatral Saent B

nase for where the action

Work wigh the mames of a

i Tunliks moan British girkad
she iy called, T waa this ju el Englinh
| nisddemly | was ¢siaprudted into this
lis iy

T woald gel Le

||+|,|.| st Mig Mge dbien wake =p pol remesnbesing
whether | had dresmncd i or soL”

Pretry soon, Todbunier was o name on le
sockal soems, 4t g cllests such s Harry
Thaslorscapasios (1) bevther . 1 did iz all oo
& wing and & prayer. | feln very confident and
had aceess 1o all the best cunain maiers ebe.
‘This wis the rime when everyone wanted the
[mux English counory look! she says. Marbling,
mtrals, chintz and taseeds were the repe, and
amyone whe could do the ‘posh’ scoent an top
had pn susommic &n, The spollt Mew York
| ien quaickly cotboned on to the face thes Tod-
leznger was boch sensdhle arsd hardworking, and
thosgh she was 1o be found (sloag with moss
of ik other Brita) proppleg ap the bar thee
ahaer disil prved, unlike ibom, abe
could be counted on i show
up for work the sext day

In 1990 ske returmed io
London, wisere her office In
FMmlicn “was poadly situsted
undler the siairs’. She joinsd
up with & business partser, the
decorator Kate Earde, who
‘replaced the boiler' she s

Referrals came at drinks
parties and society weddings
and soon they had mabbed
their first ofigarch. 'l call kim
the wonderful Russiam' she
save "W did hie flat in Eaton
Mace, then his boat, then
his ex-wific’s house, then hia

Abows P the seporyachl WY Twirsle bit wiieh Todinnle dedigrnd 1he inlesor (abow fmyht]



