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in Gloucestershire and mixed with a few
antiques, while bright kilims and cushions.in
rich hues add warmth and colour.

“We wanted a traditional look in keeping
with the age of the property,” says Emily. “My
design philosophy is that every house should
feel grounded and function like a proper home.
What I love most about cur cottage is that-it
works for everybody. We come here'to switch off
and relax. The children head off with a picnic in
a basket and at first [ think, ‘Oh they shouldn't
have crisps,’ and then I stop fussing, sit back
with a glass of wine and enjoy the scenery” =
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RIGHT A collection of antigue botanical drawings -
another French-flea-market find — hangs above

the bed in the main bedroom, while the headboards
are covered in Victoire, one of Emily’s own designs,

and teamed with simple white bedlinen.
BELOW The children’s bathroom features a
luxurious roll-top bath from bathstore.com and
the oversize antique dresser was bought from

Ray Coggins Interiors in Bradford-on-Avon.
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“What | love most about our cottage
is that it works for everybody”
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CLOCKWISE, FROM BELOW An old
door has been used to brilliant
effect as a headboard in the guest
bedroom, while the bedspread, an
antique suzani made in Uzbekistan,
was bought from Talisman; the
painting above the Italian sideboard
depicts a view of goats and olive
trees from the family’s home in
Ithaca, Greece; Carillo Lace B tiles,
a Mexican design from Elon, add
pattern to the open-plan kitchen;
boots, hats, coats and a walking stick
create a rural tableau in the hall.

and the house is often perishingly cold in winter,
so Emily wanted to make the interior as comfort-
able as possible. It was essential to lay carpet in
the bedrooms and a luxurious bathtub was
installed for the children to soak in hot baths
after playing outside. “It’s a little bit like a
Chinese laundry here,” laughs Emily. “The chil-
dren go through at least three changes of clothes
a day, and there’s always a wash on the go.”
Upstairs, the bedrooms are decorated with

quirky touches, such as the group of botanical
paintings, which Emily found in a Paris flea
market, above the bed in the main bedroom.
An elegant fabric-covered headboard and a
chandelier provide a touch of grandeur.

Theirs is very much a family home, and
downstairs, coats and pairs of wellington boots
are stored on an antigue peg rail in the hall.
Furnishings are kept simple, with many pieces
taken from the family’s former barn conversion

“My design philosophy is that every house should
feel grounded and function like a proper home”
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(Game plan
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When Limily Todhunter was offered the chance to turn a rundown
oamekeepers lodge in Cheshire’s Peak District into a countr)
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retreat, she knew exactly what she wanted to achieve
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