
TRICIA GUILD OBE
Founder and creative 
director of Designers Guild

How did the way you used 
your home in 2020 change? 
I think the way we all used  
our homes in 2020 changed 
beyond recognition. I have 
always believed that home 
should be an expression of  
our own individual style, and 
be a haven and sanctuary from 
the outside world. During 
lockdown, this took on greater 
significance and everyone’s 
homes became their places of 
work as well as their homes. 
 
What did you find were  
the unexpected benefits  
of lockdown?
I loved the effect on nature.  
The peace and quiet, even in 
the middle of the city, was 
palpable. And although there  

is much I missed, like travelling 
and visiting galleries and 
museums, I was happy to let 
nature take over.
 
What are you most looking 
forward to doing when 
restrictions are eased? 
I am looking forward to a 
wonderful party for friends  
and family.
 
Have you noticed any new 
requests or desires from  
clients emerging for 2021?
Our customers have always 
taken their homes seriously, 
but there is now an almost 
intense desire to finish those 
outstanding projects. Our 
interior design team has 
noticed that customers  
are becoming much more 
confident in their choices, 
which is wonderful!

designersguild.com 

ALIDAD
Founder of Alidad Ltd  
and Studio A

How did the way you used your 
home in 2020 change?
Whereas my normal life is 
literally going home, absolutely 
exhausted, having dinner and 
going to bed – and not using  
any of my rooms – lockdown 
changed everything, as I started 
using every room I have. It really 
was an eye-opener. I’m privileged 
to have such a nice home, but  
I wasn’t using it.
 
What are you looking forward 
to when restrictions are eased?
I think people will be more appreciative of what they have, rather 
than being sort of slightly lost in this world, going from one 
restaurant to another, going from this thing to that. I think we’ll 
gain an understanding of how to combine the two: how to enjoy 
yourself, but being more appreciative of what you have – so 
spending more time enjoying your family, and being calm and 
quiet. I’m looking forward, but in a different way, to being much 
more aware of how lucky one is. Of course, I’d love to go to 
parties, and to go on holiday, but with a more conscious mindset. 

alidad.com

EMILY TODHUNTER 
Co-founder of  Todhunter Earle
How did the way you use your home  
in 2020 change?
It changed massively – suddenly all five of us 
were properly living there, not coming and 

going. We ate every meal together for months, we all worked 
online in different rooms – the young were doing virtual lessons 
and exams, and my husband and I were working. 

What were the unexpected benefits of lockdown?
We played every game we could think of, and appreciated the 
quietness, the calm. Life slowed down and we all felt the benefits 
of that. I am not sure we had ever before really had time to 
appreciate the house, garden and the beautiful countryside.  
We worried for our parents and for everyone in city centres with 
no outside space. We were so lucky to have what turned out to be 
a very special supportive time together. 

Is there anything you feel has become more, or less, important  
to have at home?
I feel it’s less important for everything, or anything to be perfect.  
I have had to be much more relaxed about the house being a mess.

Have you noticed any requests from clients emerging for 2021? 
Yes, specifically new mattresses, home offices, patio heaters.

todhunterearle.com
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